



BAlexande: M i i 
_ MacCutcheon, Retired Vice-President of the Reliance Electric & Engineering Co, 1947 Lamme Medalist 






* 


te pe " 4 





First Ave., Spokane, is a perfect 
example of good mercury light: 
ing. Cool color and _ sparkling 
light make mercury an ideo 
replacement for the old art 
lamps. With the G-E Form 10! 
AD luminaires, light is uniform 
on the street, adequate on 
building fronts. And though foot 
candles are increased, operating 
cost is down substantially. 


We are asked with increasing frequency—‘‘Should become obsolete overnight. Our own belief is 
I consider mercury for white-way lighting?’’ The it will be a long, long time before our present i 
conventional-type luminaires with mercury 1% 
are equalled for white-way lighting—in efficit Pi 
or in providing satisfactorily uniform light ds 
Economy— Mercury will almost always prove the bution. 

most economical. Mercury lamps produce roughly That is the way we see it. For any lighting in"! 
twice as much light per watt as filament lamps. At ing high levels of illumination, mercury shoul 
white-way levels of illumination, this saving will considered. A mercury installation should be" 
more than offset other costs. too, before you make a choice. It is different} 
Appearance— Mercury lamps produce a light that want warmth, not coolness; the usual, not 
is different——a cool, blue-green light that attracts unusual. 

attention and is, for most people, attractive. It is We can give you unbiased help. We are the ™% 
the lamp to use where you want lighting to be supplier of mercury lighting equipment. BURR 
noticed. are also the major supplier of incandescent 
Equipment— This is well beyond any experimental naires. Apparatus Dept., General Electric Come 
stage. It is good, its price is in line, and it will not Schenectady 5, N.Y. 
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answer is definitely “‘yes.’’ 


This is the way we see it: 
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The Electrical Week 


A new study of power loads and capacity heads 
the news this week. Prepared by an EEI committee 
and turned over to the National Security Resources 
Board, it shows power supply continuing as last year 
—“tight but adequate.” The Pacific Northwest faces 
the greatest problem, the dimensions governed by 
its supply of water. Most discouraging aspect: With 
arecord capacity installation this year, the net gain 
in reserves is only 1 percent .. . In Pittsburgh, about 
half of the Independent Union at Duquesne Light has 
voted to join the International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers, AFL, deserting George Mueller’s Inde- 
pendent. Mueller won a vote by the construction 
department men . . . In Chicago, City Council has 
approved a new 43-year franchise. Acceptance by both 
the mayor and Commonwealth Edison, which will 
make it final, is expected to come without difficulty. 





erfect 
ae Members of SEC, FPC and other federal regulatory 
ide! | agencies may soon get a pay boost from $10,000 to 
= s _ $15,000 yearly. This group has been by-passed on all 
nitom F) raises to date, mainly because Congressmen hate to see 
eT the “bureaucrats” make more money than a legislator 
h foo y & 

erating F) does. The result: Too many top “bureaucrats” have 


been quitting. 


. 18 U e 
f'S4H One of the major manufacturers, who’s never been 


in this shape before, is now short of working capital. 


The CIO Utility Workers Union is in the spot of a 
} political candidate who has to “eat” his pre-election 
victory forecast after the ballots are counted. Last week, 
the Union’s newspaper headlined “Victory is Assured at 
Duquesne Light.’ When the votes were in the next day, 
the AFL rival, IBEW had won: 966-640. 





asl It'll take a long time for the Chrysler and any other 
Comm *Uto strikes to free any steel for other uses. Normally, 

) 1 a steel shortage, large users who were shut down 
i by a strike would continue taking steel to have a good 
4 backlog when work starts again. 
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A forthcoming FPC study shows that 19 local commis- 
sions now determine rate bases by the investment method, 
one uses reproduction cost, six use fair value and six “con- 
sider all elements.” Ten did not indicate how they deter- 
mine rate bases. 


Congress isn’t throwing all curves at organized 
labor, Dan W. Tracy, big boss of IBEW, tells his 
members this week. Tracy says the record of Congress 
during the first half of 1948 “gives us a batting aver- 
age of .500—excellent for a baseball player but not 
good enough for labor’s score sheet.” 


Last minute pressure by rural electric co-op people 
kept restrictions off money provided REA for loans 
during fiscal 1949. The Senate Appropriations Com- 
mittee was set to demand advance notice of REA loans for 
generating and transmission facilities, as it did in con- 
nection with 1948 money for the agency. After bitter 
protests by co-op spokesmen, the committee merely 
admonished REA to use its loan funds “very carefully.” 


Co-ops are starting to arouse the appliance dealers. 
The National Electrical Retailers Association reports 
a co-op that undersells a retailer by $79.50 on a com- 
mercial freezer. This represents just about the 
amount of federal, state and local taxes paid by the 
dealer but not by the co-op. 


Power is getting to be news all over the world these 
days. Some of the recent stories: The Russian switch- 
pulling in Korea; British insistance on building a 
plant in their section of Berlin; collapse last week-end of a 
part of the British grid. Domestically, we've had some 
national stories out of California’s drought-born brown- 
out and the fight over the New Johnsonville steam plant. 


President Truman had his way when Edmond M. 
Hanrahan was elected chairman of Securities & Ex- 
change Commission. With a 2-2 political split, some 
members were inclined to elect veteran Commissioner 
McConnaughey, another Democrat, despite White 
House pressure for Hanrahan. McConnaughey finally 
withdrew for the sake of harmony. 











Tight Power Supply Will Continue; 
Northwest Critical, NSRB Reports 


ELECTRIC POWER SUPPLY in the United 
States will continue tight throughout 
this year and, to a somewhat lesser de- 
gree, during 1949. 

Major utility systems are installing 
sufficient new generating facilities to 
assure adequate energy for all expected 
uses, plus a “safe” reserve by 1951. 
Equipment manufacturers have the ca- 
pacity to produce these facilities, with 
some capacity to spare in 1950-51. 

Only continuing area of critical 
power supply will be the Pacific North- 
west, which is expected to fall short of 
meeting estimated peak loads this year. 


This deficit will get “progressively 
greater” in the following three years. 


These are some of the major con- 
clusions produced by the recently com- 
pleted power survey of the National 
Security Resources Board. Its findings 
on the four-year (1948-51) power sup- 
ply outlcok were announced last week 
by NSRB Chairman Arthur M. Hill. 

The surveys were made by two groups 
of industrial and government power 
experts, under the direction of Edward 
Falck, chief of NSRB’s Utilities Sec- 
tion. Falck and his team of advisory 
committees had the cooperation of 
utility industry power pools and the 
federal agencies involved with power 
production. One group obtained from 
electrical equipment manufacturers 
estimates of their production capacity 
and summaries of orders on hand. A 
second subcommittee checked major 
power systems to get capacity and load 
forecasts. 

Summarizing the Falck report on 





BESIDE THE FIRST SHOVEL OF DIRT excavated for the addition to the Seward Station of 


Pennsylvania Electric Co, stand four of the company executives. 


these studies, Hill noted that there cur- 
rently is “no slack in the power sys- 
tems.” 

“During 1948 and 1949, power gener- 
ating capacity will not be sufficient to 
provide really adequate reserves,” he 
said. “By 1950, the margins of capa- 
bility appear adequate in most parts of 
the country, and the situation will be 
further improved in 1951. The princi- 
pal exception is the Pacific Northwest 
region, where a progressively greater 
shortage of power capacity is indi- 
cated.” 

The country should be “greatly re- 
assured” by the vast expansion pro- 
gram now being undertaken by the 
electric utility systems, he added. This 
program involves an increase in genera- 
ting capacity of roughly 20,000,000 kw 
by 1951. 

Hill also endorsed Falck’s recom- 
mendations for further NSRB activities 
in connection with electric power op- 
erations. These included the following: 

1. No steps should be taken at 
present to provide government alloca- 
tion of raw materials to electric equip- 
ment manufacturers. Though some ma- 
terials—especially pipe, valves, iron 
castings, and steel plate—are in ex- 
tremely short supply, manufacturers 
feel able to cope with such spot short- 
ages. Any “further tightening up” in 
these items, however, might necessitate 
allocations. Meanwhile, NSRB will at- 
tempt to channel some critical mate- 
rials to electrical manufacturers through 
the present voluntary allocation pro- 
gram. 


Left to right are R. F. 


Pruner, secretary-treasurer; D. W. Jardine, president; W. C. Sontum, vice-president; and P. R. 
Lawson, comptroller. The addition will house a 40,000-kw unit and will raise station capacity 
to 135,000 kw. Completion date is to be the latter part of 1950 


ees om 





2. NSRB and the Munitions Board 
should keep the electric utility industry 
informed “as far ahead as possible” of 
new military requirements for power, 
In addition, NSRB should cooperate 
with the utilities and with other goy. 
ernment agencies in eliminating bottle. 
necks preventing completion of the in. 
dustry’s expansion program on schedule, 


May Try to Hurry Financing 


Falck advanced an extremely inter. 
esting proposal along the latter lines, 
If serious delays are encountered in 
gaining approval of plans for financing 
plant expansion, he suggested that 
NSRB might confer with the federal or 
state regulatory bodies involved to 
speed their action. 

Falck also strongly urged the utili- 
ties to take advantage of the ability of 
manufacturers to produce more gen- 
erating equipment than has yet been 
ordered for delivery in 1950 and suc- 
ceeding years. He said: 

“While the estimates show that a 
reasonable balance between supply and 
requirements will be reached in 195], 
there is no substantial margin available 
to meet further growth of civilian load 
or the possible increased power require- 
ments of an expanded rearmament pro- 
gram. Such an additional cushion of 
capacity is clearly desirable and can be 
provided by taking full advantage of 
the available manufacturing capabili- 


xian 
Material Supply Not Critical 


The section of the report on produe- 
tion of power equipment pictured the 
supply situation as “distinctly im- 
proved” and likely to continue improv: 
ing unless there is a “decided upheaval 
in present conditions.” Except for the 
spot shortages, the supply of materials 
is “not critical.” Manufacturers have 
only one manpower problem—a scarcity 
of experienced designers and engineers. 

Large steam turbine generators Cot: 
tinue to be the “most critical item” o/ 
power equipment, with manufacturers 
of large units—10,000 kw and larger 
—reporting a backlog of nearly three 
years. But few orders are on their 
books for shipment after the first quar 
ter of 1951, and “there is a large cap@ 
city available for delivery” after thal 
time. 

Total national capacity will climb 
from a minimum of 54,044,000 kw i 
1948 to 69,669,000 kw in 1951. On the 
other hand, peak loads will rise from 
52,123,000 kw to 62,651,000 kw at the 
minimum. Both totals will vary, th 
report noted, with the availability ° 
water and its effect on hydroelectr 
generating capacity. Thus, with “ave 
* water conditions, capacity W” 
71,543.00 


age 


grow from 55.110.000 kw to 
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| POSTAGE GUARANTEED. 


kw and peak loads from 52,252,000 kw 
to 62,780,000 kw. 

The report provides for variance in 
peak loads based upon operation of 
interruptible energy supply contracts 
during bad water years. 

A steady increase in the margin of 
available capacity over peak loads is 
indicated under any conditions. If 
hydro output is limited by “minimum” 
water years, reserves will amount to 
3.7% in 1948, 7.1% in 1949, 9.3% in 
1950, and 11.2% in 1951. With “aver- 
age” water conditions, the margin will 
rise from 5.5% in 1948 to 14% in 
1951. 

In addition to the progressively 
greater shortage in the Pacific North- 
west, several other areas are due for 
tight squeezes, the report indicated. 

“In Northern Illinois, Southern Illi- 
nois, and Eastern Missouri the estimated 
loads in the winter of 1948 exceed the 
indicated capabilities without any op- 
erating reserves, and there is no sig- 
nificant improvement until 1950.” 

The report made no allowance for ex- 
pansion of industrial power consump- 
tion which might result from rearma- 
ment or European aid commitments in 
their present proportions. “Basic in- 
dustries, including steel, now are being 
operated at nearly 100% of capacity,” 
it was pointed out, and “it is assumed” 
that the demands of these two programs 
will be met largely by the displace- 
ment of other production. 


Court Backs San Antonio 
as Comal Plant Owner 


Another round in the complicated 
dispute over the Comal power plant at 
New Braunfels, Tex., has been decided 
by the Third Court of Civil Appeals at 
Austin. 

The court upheld the right of the 
City of San Antonio to own the 66,667- 
kva electric generating station at New 
Braunfels, 30 miles away. 

New Braunfels requested that the 
plant be turned over to a receiver, void- 
ing all transactions by which the plant 
was sold to San Antonio and then 
leased to the Guadalupe-Blanco River 
Authority. Validity of the transfer in 
1942 already has been tested in the 
courts. New Braunfels would have had 
the receiver sell the plant to it be- 
Cause it contends that ownership by 
another city is reducing its revenue as 
the plant is not taxable. 


sc IN si csititicnatne 


AN INDIAN WEEPS as his tribe sells government 155,000 acres of its reservation in 








SR AM 


North Dakota. The weeping Indian is George Gillette, at left covering his face, chairman 
of the Fort Berthold Indian Tribal Business Council. Seated is Interior Secretary J. A. Krug 
who is signing the contract. Garrison Dam and power project will be erected on the land. 
Power plant will have an initial installation of two-64,000-kw units 





EE! Indicates December 
Reserve Capacity of 6% 


The electric power industry will be 
able to do little in 1948 toward in- 
creasing its margin of reserve capacity. 

This was the prediction of an EEI 
survey committee last week after a third 
study of loads and capacity. It found 
that, despite record-breaking capacity 
installations this year, the industry’s 
reserve margin will be only 6% on a 
national basis. Last December, the re- 
serve margin was 5%. Heavy load 
growth is offsetting heavy increases in 
plant capacity. 

But power supply throughout the 
year will be adequate. an EEI statement 
declared, even though it remains tight. 
Normal reserves will have been re- 
gained in three years. 

Issued by President Charles E. Oakes, 
the EEI statement declared that there 
will be adequate power supply for the 
rearmament program. In case of war, 
it added, electric power would not be 
a limiting factor on production. 


“If I am correctly advised,” Oakes 
declared, “governmental authorities at 
present view the outlook for electric 
power generally as more favorable than 
the outlook for other basic elements of 
war-time supply.” 

Capacity installations this year are 
expected to total about 4,600,000 kw, 
Oakes said. Construction for the first 
quarter of 1948 was 115,000 kw ahead 
of schedule. The year’s program is 
800,000 kw greater than that achieved 
in 1924, so far the year of record for 
new power installations. 


St. Lawrence Plan Advances 


The Hydro-Electric Power Commis- 
sion of Ontario and the New York State 
Power Authority have agreed to apply 
to the International Joint Boundary 
Commission for approval to erect a 
power plant on the St. Lawrence River. 
Gov Thomas E. Dewey of New York 
suggested its construction (EW, May 
8, Page 76). 
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Changes in Capacity Reported to Federal Power Commission 


Plant Additions During March 





Caw 
Utility Plant Fuel (Kw) 

Central Maine Power Co............... ER civic cevens eaves IC 2,000 

Conn. Light & Power Co............... Montville, Conn...............- S 31,250 

Girard Boro Municipal Light Dept...... aS ae ca akhon nha ae IC 400 

I 54.51. phon ee 0060e'so be 0 Ss oi, 4.5u: wn dave 0 bas Ic 450 
Garrett Municipal Utilities. ............ Ts -....., 4 eke sutieiew nas Ss 2,000 
Union Elec. Power Co. of Missouri. ..... Me eae S 80,000 
Cliffs Power & Light Co..........c0000. Diesel Plant, Ishpeming, Mich... . IC 2,000 

Northern States Power Co.............. WN TIERS oi. a60-s 000403600486 Ic 1,840 

Lake Superior District Power Co........ PEON WEED. 5 ossc cnc ssveseee Ic 2,000 

Princeton Municipal Electric Plant...... Primoston, Minn........0.scsee. IC 556 

Northern States Power Co.............. Dodge Center, Minn............ IC 1,840 

Northern States Power Co.............. EEE, CN voccsveseverass IC 4,000 

Northern States Power Co.............. Glenwood, Minn............... Ic 4,000 
Northern States Power Co.............. N. Richland, Minn............. IC 1,840 
Northern States Power Co.............. SNE, BOMB ccccctcssececes IC 1,840 
Northern States Power Co.............. PINE, EID. 6 ccs wececeses Ic 4,000 
Towa Elec. Lt. & Pwr. Co.............. SER oc ciccesveosseces Ss 3,500 
Flandreau Electric Plant............... I TR BP ccd aics.vetacone IC 540 
Northern States Power Co.............. Bridgewater,S. D.............. IC 1,840 
Wa II. 56 :nG0 b o's 64 0.0:4 Sule CE oVeceescsseecn se Ic 1,000 
Madison Light Plant..............000+: IN Ss. v-c.64 avenenk.ede IC 690 
Stafford Water & Light Plant........... CNRS Sac kneneenceres Ic 472 
Gulf States Utilities Co................ TS rere IC 2,000 
Gulf States Utilities Co................ I. obi c4cd cscs neeee Ic 1,000 
Brownfield Power & Light Co........... Brownfield, Tex... .. Ic 1,250 
Clayton Municipal Electric Dept........ Clayton, N. Mex.... IC 700 
Bureau of Reclamation................. Shasta Dam, Cal... ........ cece. H 75,000 
San Diego Gas & Electric Co........... Silver Gates, Cal............... Ss 50,000 

Plant Retirements During March 

Municipal Electric Plant............... II, i's oth aecnG >-knitare Ss 4,000 
Missouri Power & Light Co............. I in 6 discRG wm cch eae Ss 1,783 
SN i dan 5 sue iso0-ae sna OS ree IC 60 
Custer Public Power District........... Lake Doris, Nebr..........c000 H 200 
Western Light & Telephone Co., Inc..... IIIS... oc Sow.c5 al ule Sas Ic 160 
Kansas Electric Power Co.............. eee: Ss 2,000 











United States capacity as of April 1—Steam, 36,478,229 kw; Hydro, 15,202,397 kw; Internal Combustion, 


1,396,886 kw; Total, 53,077,512 kw. 





New GE Watthour Meter 
Has Magnet, No Jewels 


A revolutionary watthour meter which 
has no jewel bearings, the major cause 
of meter maintenance, was announced 
this week by the General Electric Co. 
The announcement was made at the 
meeting of the Edison Electric Institute 
and the Association of Edison Ilumi- 
nating Companies at Lafayette, Ind. 

The new I-50 meter has a “floating 
disk” or magnetically suspended rotat- 
ing element instead of jewel bearings. 
Its other features include: 

1—A completely new electromagnet 
with polyethlene plastic and butyl rub- 
ber insulations, coordinated to minimize 
the damaging effects of voltage surges. 
2—A radically new and stable damping 
system which neutralizes side thrust 
and minimizes noise and vibration. 
3—A single sturdy molding replaces 
the conventional built-up insulating 
assembly. 

4—Unit construction of components: 
damping magnets cast into the frame: 
current and potential coils molded to 
the laminations; electromagnets with 
integral light-load, power-factor, and 
temperature compensator; and a one- 
piece molded base. 

5—Corrosion is eliminated in the socket 
type, by use of a molded base and a 
stainless steel covering; in the front- 
connected type, all exposed metal parts 
are of aluminum. 

I. F. Kinnard, engineering manager 
of GE’s Meter and Instrument Divisions, 


6 


revealed that the company has acquired 
new facilities at Somersworth, N. H., 
for the manufacture of I-50’s exclu- 
sively. 

The new facilities, he said, will in- 
crease GE’s overall production of 
meters 15 to 20% in the next 12 months. 
Production of the present I-30’s will be 
continued. He predicted a further in- 
crease in capacity in 1949, 


GE Strike Ends 


The United Electrical, Radio & Ma- 
chine Workers Union, CIO, has ended 
its strike at the Lexington, Ky., plant 
of the General Electric Lamp Works. 
The strike for more wages started Mar 
23 and ended May 17. The only con- 
cession which the union gained was 
that the company would not discrim- 
inate against any striker. The company 
would not bargain with the union be- 
cause it has not complied with the non- 
Communist provisions of the Taft-Hart- 
ley Act. 


Coleman Heads Kentucky PSC 


Robert M. Coleman has been ap- 
pointed chairman of the Kentucky 
Public Service Commission by Gov 
Earle Clements. Democrat Coleman re- 
places Republican Charles E. Whittle 
who will remain on the Commission. 
The third member is Cass R. Walden, 
Republican. 





Alexander MacCutcheon 
Named Lamme Medalist 


(See Front Cover) 


Alexander M. MacCutcheon has 
been named 1947 Lamme medalist. The 
former vice-president in charge of en- 
gineering for the Reliance Electric & 
Engineering Co will receive the award 
at the Summer General Meeting of the 
American Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers next month at Mexico City. 

The award was made for “his dis. 
tinguished accomplishments in the de- 
velopment of motors’ for industria] 
needs, notably in the steel industry.” 


Once Taught High School 


MacCutcheon’s first profession was 
that of a teacher of high school mathe- 
matics and science. After four years 
of this work, he entered Columbia Uni. 
versity from which he received his 
bachelor of science degree in electrical 
engineering in 1908. 

From 1909 to 1914, MacCutcheon was 
employed by the Crocker-Wheeler Co 
of Ampere, N. J. Here he was sue- 
cessively in charge of engineering esti- 
mating, and drafting, besides spending 
some time in the design of electrical 
machinery. 

In 1914, he took charge of all new 
design work for the Reliance company 
at Cleveland. Until his retirement in 
1946, he was responsible for most of 
the basic engineering practices of the 
company. He became chief engineer in 
1917 and vice-president in charge of 
engineering in 1923. 

The Lamme medalist has been active 
in AIEE affairs since joining in 1912. 
He became a fellow in 1926. From 1928 
to 1932, he was a director, and in 1936. 
37, president. He served on many com: 
mittees, 


Served on Many Committees 


As an AIEE representative, he served 
on the following national and _inter- 
national committees: American Stan¢- 
ards Association Council, ASA Elee- 
trical Standards Committee, U. $ 
National Committee of the Interma- 
tional Electrotechnical Commission, and 
the American Engineering Council. 

Another association in which Mac 
Cutcheon has been active is the Asse 
ciation of Iron and Steel Engineers. He 
has delivered many papers before this 
group where he is recognized as a 
authority on motor applications {0 
steel mill auxiliaries. 

Among MacCutcheon’s patents 4 
these relating to brushholders 0! 
dynamo electric machines, adjustable 
speed electric motors, conveyor table 
motor rollers, and integrally mount 
fan motors. 
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Duquesne Light Workers Transfer 
Allegiance to IBEW in NLRB Vote 


THE HEART OF Duquesne Light’s Inde- 
pendent Union transferred its alle- 
giance to the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers, AFL, last 
week (May 19). 

In a collective bargaining representa- 
tion election conducted by the National 
Labor Relations Board, IBEW won the 
right to speak for production, mainte- 
nance. and distribution workers of the 
Pittsburgh utility. A second election 
saw 118 construction workers choose 
the Independent Union by a narrow, 
eight-vote margin. The vote which saw 
production workers swing to IBEW 
was 966 for the AFL union, 640 for the 
Utility Workers Union, CIO, 51 against 
any union. In this contest, 1,776 em- 
ployees were eligible to vote. All but 
112 did. They represented almost 50% 
of Duquesne Light Co employees who 
were eligible for union representation. 


Independents Not on Ballot 


The Independent Union did not ap- 
pear on the ballot since its officers had 
not filed the “anti-Red” affidavits re- 
quired by the Taft-Hartley Act. The 
choice was among IBEW, UWU, and no 
union. 

The possibility existed this week that 
seven more elections might have to be 
held. In all, the Independent Union 
held nine contracts with Duquesne and 
its affiliates. All contracts expire either 
on May 31 or June 30. 


Ready to Extend Contracts 


A Duquesne official told ELEcTRICAL 
Wortp that it had offered to extend 
existing contracts beyond the expira- 
tion dates to the extent that they do not 
Violate the Taft-Hartley Act. No union 
teply to this proposal had been received 
early this week, nor had there been any 
agreement as to the ways in which exist- 
Ing contracts might violate Taft-Hartley. 
It was understood the offer had been 
made to preserve some order in union- 
company relationships while the com- 
plicated problems of representation are 
worked out before NLRB or in bargain- 
ing. It was understood further that the 


| offer would not cover the hourly rated 


employees in Duquesne Unit No. 1 who 


| Just voted for representation by the 


IBEW. 


Last week’s vote was the first overt 


; defeat for George Mueller, president of 
the Independent Union for many years 


and the leader of its 27-day strike 
oo Duquesne which the union lost 
‘most two years ago. Since that time, 
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Mueller had weathered an election by 
a group of independent dissidents. He 
had been trying, in recent months, to 
take the Independent Union into the 
UWU-CIO. Last year, Mueller told 
ELEcTRICAL Wortp that the IBEW was 
one union with which his Independent 
would not affiliate. 

From Washington, IBEW hailed its 
election victory with a promise of “sta- 
bility in employee relations in that util- 
ity company.” 

It added: 

“Tt is a significant milestone . . . that 
the employees of this company, by their 
own free choice, have rejected decisively 
any course of relations with their em- 
ployer based on continual strife and 
conflict.” 


Tacoma Light Gives Raise 


Some 300 employees of City Light at 
Tacoma, Wash., have been granted a 
wage increase of 714%, retroactive to 
Jan 1. Linemen and wiremen receive 
$16.20 a day under the new arrange- 
ments. 


Intelex Reservation Unit 
Demonstrated to Public 


A remotely controlled automatic res- 
ervation system, called Intelex, received 
its first public demonstration recently 
at headquarters of the International 
Telephone & Telegraph Corp in New 
York City. The new robot was devel- 
oped by IT&T engineers to handle re- 
quests for air liner space in seconds, 
with precision, and at less cost than that 
of present methods. 

The unit combines electronic and au- 
tomatic switching equipment to record 
and release information. Less than 20 
seconds elapse from the time a request 
is sent on a teleprinter from a local 
office until that same office receives its 
answer. 

The demonstration equipment has 
been set up for airline operation to 
handle 16 flights of three sectors per 
flight for 8 days. This involves 384 
individual flights from one airport to 
another. 

Although demonstrated for airlines, 
the new system is also expected to be 
applicable for railroads, bus companies, 
theatres, hotels, as well as for schedul- 
ing of machine operations, inventory 
control, debit and credit bookkeeping, 
and department store credit authoriza- 
tion. 





IT&T Photo 


INTELEX, an electrically operated machine which can get you an airline reservation in a 
hurry, still looks attractive to E. M. S. McWhirter, left, and H. J. Ward, International 
Telephone & Telegraph Co engineers, who were associated with its development 
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SILVER ANNIVERSARY 


is celebrated by the Electric Lines Club of New England. Founded by the late R. S. Hale of Boston Edison Co, the 
club has done much to acquaint transmission and distribution officials and staffs with each other, to improve inter-company relations, and to 





speed restoration of service in emergencies. Left to right at head of table are E. H. Adams, treasurer; C. G. Polson, vice-president; J. F. Arch- 
ibald, president; W. A. Upham, United Illuminating Co, guest speaker; F. P. Nettleton, Southern New England Bell Telephone Co, guest 
speaker; and C. T. Ohrn, secretary. Attendance at the banquet was 118 





TVA Steam Plant Fought 
Before Senate Committee 


Electric utility companies carried 
their fight against TVA expansion of its 
steam generating facilities before the 
Senate this week (May 26) —despite the 
formal protest of a Tennessee Congress- 
man. 

The industry’s attack centered again, 
as it did before the House, against ad- 
dition to TVA’s annual budget of $4,- 
000,000 to start construction of a 
$54,000,000 steam station at New 
Johnsonville, Tenn. These funds were 
eliminated by the House after bitter 
debates in committee sessions and on 
the floor. 

Earlier this week TVA spokesmen 
appeared before a Senate Appropria- 
tions subcommittee to appeal for res- 
toration of the steam plant money. 

P. L. Smith, president of the National 
Association of Electric Companies, was 
the first witness testifying against the 
TVA proposal. Other industry repre- 
sentatiyes appearing before the Senate 
body" intlirded A. C. Spurr, Mononga- 
hela Power Co; L. V. Sutton, Carolina 
Power & Light Co; Richard L. Arnold, 
Southwestern Gas & Electric Co; T. W. 
Crockett, Mississippi Power & Light 
Co, and Norman A. Cocke, Duke Power 
Co. 

Attendance of this group was in sharp 
contrast with the industry’s showing 
during hearings on TVA in the House. 
Only three industry representatives 
testified against the steam plant appro- 
priation before the House committee. 

Late last week Rep Estes Kefauver. 
a candidate for the Democratic nomina- 
tion for senator from Tennessee, re- 
vealed an exchange of letters with 
Smith. A leader of the House fight for 
TVA funds, Kefauver advised the NAEC 
head he was waging a “losing battle” 
against TVA. The “private 
lobby” is spending “some quarter of a 


power 
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million dollars a year” in this fight, he 
charged. 

Kefauver suggested that NAEC ex- 
pend these funds in areas served by 
NAEC members. “A quarter of a mil- 
lion dollars a year spent on a joint 
fertilizer program, for instance, would 
pay far greater dividends to the people 
of these areas and to your member com- 
panies than all the lobbying you can 
ever do,” he said. 

Smith’s reply pointed out that “tax- 
paying fertilizer companies” are better 
qualified than “either the power indus- 
try or TVA” for such an undertaking. 
It also noted that NAEC’s annual 
budget is being spent for purposes of 
which the problems created by TVA 
are only a part.” 


Georgia Power to Build 
Furman Shoals Project 


Agreement has been reached between 
Georgia Power Co and the Federal 
Power Commission on the construction 
of the Furman Shoals hydroelectric 
project, on the Oconee River. Work 
on the $10,000,000 development will 
start next year. 

President C. B.. McManus said that 
the project is not likely to be com- 
pleted until 1951. The project will con- 
tain two generating units of 45.000 kw. 
combined capacity. Power will be dis- 
tributed in the area between Macon 
and Augusta. 

Georgia Power began construction 
on the project in 1929 but discontinued 
it at the end of 1930 because of the 
depression. The FPC has issued a new 
50-year license for the project located 
about four miles north of Milledge- 
ville. The dam, a combination of 
masonry and earth fill, will be 100 feet 
high and 3,000 feet long. The dam will 
form a lake covering about 15,000 
acres, 


Savannah River Electric 
Gives Up Clark Hill Fight 


Savannah River Electric Co has given 
up its fight to build the Clark Hil 
hydroelectric project. This became 
evident recently when the utility asked 
Judge C. C. Wyche, of the Western Dis. 
trict Federal Court at Greenville, S. C, 
to “stay present condemnation proceed: 
ings” until the government elects what 
property it will take. The company wil 
then seek just payment for the land: 
taken. 

The Georgia Power Co subsidiary 
was one of the defendants in a suit to 
condemn 5,361 acres of land in Me. 
Cormick County, South Carolina. 

Company attorneys criticized the gor: 
ernment for its piece-meal taking 0! 
lands. They contended that taking 0! 
any of the land would greatly lower the 
value of the remaining land in the 
Clark Hill section owned by the utility 
They set a value of $12,322,411 on al 
company lands in that section of Sout 
Carolina and Georgia. 

The federal attorney indicated thi! 
the government would fight paymetl 
for the land as a “hydroelectric projet 
rather than for the land’s actual value. 


AG&E Will Buy Citizens 
Heat System in Indian 


American Gas & Electric Co has cot 
tracted to purchase from the Unite 
Public Utilities Corp all the secumt@ 
of Citizens Heat, Light & Power & 
Purchase price is $1,500,000. 
transaction is subject to the appro 
of SEC and other regulatory agencl 

Home’ office of Citizens Heat 18° 
Greenville, Ohio. All of its termto 
is in Indiana where it serves Farmlans 
Lynn, Ridgeville, and Winchester. Th 
area adjoins that of Indiana & Me 


igan Electric Co, an AG&E subsidiat 
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43-Year Chicago Franchise Voted 
Commonwealth Edison by Council 


Cuicaco’s City Council voted a 43-year 
franchise to Commonwealth Edison Co 
this week (May 25). It will become 
effective on approval by the mayor and 
by the company. Both are expected to 
endorse the new franchise. 

As finally enacted, the contract or- 
dinance represented a victory for the 
forces which opposed moves to munici- 
palize the system. Chief among the new 
terms were the following: 

1—A franchise tax of 4% on aggregate 
revenues from intra-city electric sales. 
The present tax is 3%. 

2—A limitation on yearly expenditures 
for overhead to underground construc- 
tion of $1,000,000 yearly. 
3—Establishment of a rate adjustment 
board to determine the cost of energy 
production, the amount of undepreci- 
ated capital devoted by Commonwealth 
Edison to public service, and to de- 
termine fair and reasonable earnings. 
4Rates to be adjusted yearly by the 
rate adjustment board. 

5—City gets the right to use the utility’s 
distribution system, conduits, and poles 
for its own electrical systems. 

The ordinance won 39-10 on a roll 
call vote. Approval came after repeated 
attempts by a  pro-public-ownership 
minority to revise rather drastically the 
majority proposals. 

The-rate adjustment board was be- 
lieved the first ever set up under such 
circumstances. Both majority and mi- 
hority accepted the principle. But the 
minority fought hard for a vastly dif- 


ferent method of picking its members. 
Effect of the minority proposals in this 
regard would have been to give the 
Federal Power Commission a possible 
seat on the board and potential con- 
trol of it. At present, Commonwealth 
Edison is not subject to FPC jurisdic- 
tion. 

It was understood that the provision 
limiting expenditures for changes from 
overhead to underground was aimed at 
preventing the company from accumu- 
lating too large a capital account, at 
high prices and with little depreciation. 
Any such account would make it harder 
for the city to acquire the Common- 
wealth system should it decide to do so. 

With exception of the adjustment 
board, which will police the franchise, 
the contract ordinance came through 
about as expected. Council majority 
had worked under the leadership of 
Alderman Clarence P. Wagner, chair- 
man of its utilities committee. Minority 
leader was Alderman Robert A. Mer- 
riam. 

The greatest struggle took place over 
the adjustment board. As approved, it 
calls for three members, all of them 
“nationally-recognized, outstanding, and 
disinterested engineers who shall have 
been engaged exclusively in private 
practice.” One is to be appointed by 
the company, another by the city, and 
a third by a U. S. judge in Chicago. 

Minority attempts to change this cen- 
tered on a proposal that the board be 
composed of three members “recognized 
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ORIAL scholarship winners, Marcia Joan McQuiston, left, 


rysville, and Louise Amelia Doherty, Pittsburgh, are congratulated by President Harry 


L. Mitchell. 


The four-year college scholarships, worth $2,000 each, are awarded annually in 


memory of 15 West Penn System employees who died in World War II 
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as qualified by education, training, and 
experience.” The third member, though, 
would have been appointed by agree- 
ment of the company and city member, 
or, failing agreement, by the chairman 
of the Federal Power Commission. This 
was seen as the entering wedge for FPC 
to exert influence upon the operation of 
Commonwealth Edison. Actually, a 
number of non-related factors would 
have to change before such FPC influ- 
ence could be felt. 

Minority members contended that 
appointment of private consulting engi- 
neers would preclude “any fair deal 
for Chicago.” Wagner beat off this sen- 
timent with the comment: 

“We want men qualified to evaluate 
good operation, not qualified to pro- 
pound a philosophy of operation.” 

Activities of the minority were not 
aimed at immediate municipalization so 
much as they were at laying an effec- 
tive groundwork for municipalization 
on a “when and if” basis. This group 
concentrated its closing fire on changes 
which would have 
1—Shortened the term to 20 years. 
2—Defined reasonable return more 
stringently. 
3—Established a rate equalization and 
adjustment fund from excess earnings. 
4—Sought reclassification of types of 
service. 

Chicago was the first major city to 
draft a new franchise since the heyday 
of the New Deal and its municipaliza- 
tion program. Private ownership gained 
ground as the struggle went on. 


Operating Revenues Rise 
12.9% in First Quarter 


Electric operating revenues of the 
larger privately-owned electric utilities 
in the United States for the first quarter 
in 1948 were $1,032.854,000 compared 
to the first quarter of 1947 revenues of 
$914,709,000, an increase of 12.9%. 
Revenue deductions (including operat- 
ing expenses, depreciation and taxes) 
were $828,626,000, an increase of 17.5% 
from $705,047,999 reported for the first 
quarter in 1947. First quarter 1948 
gross income, including other utility 
operating income, amounted to $244,- 
229,000 and net income to $186,369,000, 
representing decreases of 2.4% and 
2.5% respectively, from amounts of 
$250,124,000 and $191,168,000 reported 
for the first quarter in 1947. 

Electric operating revenues in March 
amounted to $339,694,000, compared to 
$298,579,000 in March 1947. Revenue 
deductions for the month were $275.,- 
802,000, up 17.8% from last year. Gross 
income increased 1.3% to $79,954,000 
and net income 2.5% to $60,351,000. 
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IT&T Photo 
MICROWAVE TOWER at Nutley, N. J. 


IT&T Dedicates 300-Ft 
Microwave Test Tower 


A telecommunication network en- 
circling the globe and bringing nearer 
to reality the concept of “one world” 
was envisioned, May 19, by E. M. 
Deloraine, technical director of Inter- 
national Telephone & Telegraph Corp. 
Deloraine’s forecast was made at a press 
demonstration of IT&T’s newest contri- 
bution to the advancement of communi- 
cations—a 300-ft high, aluminum- 
sheathed steel tower. 

The tower was built to enable elec- 
tronic engineers to probe deeper into 
the realm of microwaves. It was opened 
for inspection by Federal Telcommuni- 
cation Laboratories, research unit of 
IT&T at Nutley, N. J. Although the 
tower was completed in early May, re- 
search has already been undertaken on 
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improved television, multi-channel com- 
munication links (a system of transmis- 
sion in which a number of telephone 
conversations are beamed simultane- 
ously), FM mobile communications sys- 
tems, and radar aids to aerial naviga- 
tion. 


SEC Bows to Truman, 
Elects Hanrahan Head 


The Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission put its administrative house in 
order last week (May 18) by electing 
as its permanent chairman, Commis- 
sioner Edmond M. Hanrahan, New York 
Democrat. 

SEC has been under pressure from 
three directions, from within and from 
two outside sources, ever since its chair- 
man, James J. Caffrey, resigned late last 
year. Robert K. McConnaughey, Demo- 
crat, who has been a commissioner since 
November 1943, took over as acting 
chairman. But the White House, which 
always has recommended the agency’s 
head, let it be known that it wanted SEC 
to elect Hanrahan. 

This might have taken some doing, 
since the Commission was _ politically 
split, with Republicans Mclntire and 
McDonald offsetting the two Democratic 
commissioners. When the President ap- 
pointed another Democrat, Paul R. 
Rowen head of SEC’s Boston office, to 
the Commission last February, it was 
interpreted as a move to break this dead- 
lock and insure Hanrahan’s election as 
chairman. 

Hanrahan’s election to the chairman- 
ship got a quick reaction at the Capitol. 
This week (May 25) the Senate Bank- 
ing and Currency Committee suddenly 
voted to report favorably on the Rowen 
appointment. Unless the nomination 
gets tangled in the last-hour legislative 
log jam before the expected June 19 
Congressional recess, the committee’s 
action probably will lead to confir- 
mation. 

Hanrahan was appointed in July, 
1946, to fill the unexpired term of re- 
signing Chairman Ganson Purcell. He 
was reappointed for a full five-year term 
last June. A graduate of the Fordham 
University Law School, he was a mem- 
ber of a New York law firm until his 
appointment to the Commission. 


Boston Turns to Electricity 


Boston will replace 4,500 gas street 
lights with 1,000-lumen electric lights 
in the next five years. The work will 
be done in locations where the Boston 
Edison Co has accessible circuits. The 
600-lumen gas lights have proved un- 
satisfactory. 








SEC RULINGS 





WESTERN CoLorapo Power Co has been 
allowed to sell a $2,500,000 promissory 
note, 15-year 4%, to its parent Utah Power 
& Light Co. Utah Power will loan $500,000 
to Western Colorado for improvements and 
additions to its properties. Utah also will] 
cancel an existing open-account debt of 
$2,000,000 owed to it by Western Colo- 
rado. (Release No. 8168). 


New Encianp E.ectric System, a regis- 
tered holding company, and its subsidiary 
company, the Mystic Power Co’s joint ap- 
plication and amendment thereto, covering 
the issue and sale of 2,500 additional shares 
of capital stock of Mystic, having a par 
value of $100 per share, to its parent NEES, 
for a cash consideration of $250,000, has 
been approved. Proceeds derived from the 
sale will be used by Mystic to pay its in- 
debtedness to NEES in the amount of $150,- 
000, to restore current working funds which 
have been reduced through the use of cash 
for construction purposes, and to finance, 
in part, the cost of Mystic’s construction 
program to June 30, 1948. (Release No. 
8151). 


American Licgut & Traction Co’s pro- 
posal to pay a dividend on its common 
stock, payable in shares of the common 
stock of the Detroit Edison Co, has been 
declared “necessary or appropriate” under 
terms of the Holding Company Act and a 
prior SEC order directing divestment of 
American’s interest in Detroit Edison, the 
commission has ruled. The dividend was 
payable on May 1, 1948, to stockholders of 
record April 15 at the rate of one share of 
Detroit Edison common for each 75 shares 
of American Light stock held. The aggre- 
gate of Detroit Edison shares involved will 


be 34,606. (Release No. 8169). 





MEETINGS 





PREVIOUSLY LISTED 


Edison Electric Institute—Annual Convention, 
Hotel Traymore, Atlantic City, June 1-3. 


American Society of Refrigerating Engineers— 
Spring Meeting, New Ocean House, Swampscott, 
Mass., May 31-June 2. 


Northwest Electric Light & Power Association— 
Personnel Section and Safety Conference, Med- 
ford Hotel, Medford, Ore., June 9-11. 


Pennsylvania Electric Association—Prime ey 
Committee, Hotel Casey, Scranton, June 10-11. 


Arkansas Utilities Association—Annual Conventiot, 
Arlington Hotel, Hot Springs, Ark., June 14-19. 


Pacific Coast Electrical Association—Annual Mee 
ing, Fairmont Hotel, San Francisco, June 16-!%. 


Canadian Electrical Association—Annual Conver, 
tion, Manoir Richlieu, Murray Bay, Province ° 
Quebec, June 16-19. 


American Society for Testing Materials—Annue 
Meeting, Book-Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, /¥ 
21-25. 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Su 
mer General Meeting, Palace of Fine Am 
Mexico City, Mex., June 21-25. 


semester 
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House Curtails Interior 
Power Funds for 1949 


Curtailment of 1949 funds for all 
power agencies of the Interior Depart- 
ment, except Bonneville Power Admin- 
istration, was recommended this week 
(May 26) by the House Appropriations 
Committee. The Committee recom- 
mended the following amounts—in 
round figures—in its report on fiscal 
1949 Interior appropriations: 

Bonneville Power Administration, 
$22,000,000 cash plus $10,000,000 in 
contract authorizations. 

Bureau of Reclamation, $227,000,000, 
including a total of $40,000,000 for Cen- 
tral Valley. A request for steam gen- 
erating plant funds was rejected. 

Southwestern Power Administration, 
no funds for construction (SPA had 
asked $3,000,000 in its budget) ; $180,- 
000 for administration, operation, and 
maintenance. 

No funds for Division of Power, co- 
ordinating body for Interior’s power 
operations. Funds asked by Division 
for power marketing surveys in the 
Southeast also were denied. 


9 Americans Will Attend 
International Dam Meet 


The State Department has announced 
that a nine-man delegation will repre- 
sent the United States at the Interna- 
tional Congress on Large Dams in 
Stockholm, June 10 to 17. Gail A. Hath- 
away, special assistant to the Chief of 
Army Engineers, will head the group. 
Vice-chairmen are: Joel D. Justin, con- 
sulting engineer, Cornell University; 
and Walker R. Young, chief engineer, 
Bureau of Reclamation. 

Other members of the U. S. delega- 
tion are E. Robert de Luccia, Federal 


Power Commission; B. F. Jakobsen, 
Corps of Engineers; T. A. Middle- 


brooks, Corps of Engineers; Clarence 
Rawhauser, Bureau of Reclamation: 
Dr. Karl Terzaghi, Harvard University, 
and Carl P. Vetter, Bureau of Recla- 
mation. 


U.S. Gets Kellems Money 


The government has collected its 
withholding taxes from Vivien Kellems, 
Connecticut cable grip manufacturer 
(EW, May 22, Page 95). The West- 
port Bank & Trust Co turned over 
$1,685.40 to the government which had 
secured a lien and explained to Miss 
Kellems that it had to or else become 
liable itself. Now she is considering 


suing the bank for misappropriating 
her funds. 
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Billions of Kwhr 


J F M A M 


Source: Edison Electric i 
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Dwell in Peace in Realtor Arput's Atlantis 


ARPUT’s spare time, these days is 
going into a smash adyertising cam- 
paign. He’s going to sell acre plots in 
Atlantis—Ideal place for some of those 
pre-fab makers whose securities are still 
under water. 

“Think of it,” he crowed. “Lost para- 
dise under the sea. What a refuge from 
the A-bomb and the cold war!” 

He glanced about, nervously. 

“Secretly,” he confided, “I’ve been 
surveying a lot of new products. I think 
I see where they're taking us. Life 
cigarettes, for example. They feature 
waterproof paper. For smokers who 
write their letters with that underwater 
pen? Nonsense! Who can smoke when 
he’s chewing a pen, deep in thought? 

“No, the whole thing points to At- 
lantis. That’s where the smart money’s 
going, and I’m organizing my sub-divi- 
sion now. Going to have a covenant that 
keeps the Russians out, too. This is one 


place where I'll really be in on the 
ground floor.” 
P. S. The output went down with him. 


Weekly Output, Millions Kwhr 


1948 1947 1946 


May 22 5,085 May 24 4,663 May 25 3 
May 15 5,109 May 17 4,616 May 18 3 
May 8 5,087 May 10 4,653 May 11 3 
May 1 5,042 May 3 4,640 May 44 
Apr. 24 5,027 Apr. 26 4,668 Apr. 27 3 
Apr. 17 5,087 Apr. 19 4,660 Apr. 20 3, 
Apr. 10 5,033 Apr. 12 4,620 Apr. 13 4 
Apr. 3 5,037 Apr. 5 4,693 Apr. 6 3 
Mar. 27 5,065 Mar. 29 4,729 Mar. 30 3 

4 

3 


,992 
Mar. 20 5,145 Mar. 22 4,759 Mar. 23 4,017 
Mar. 13 5,285 Mar. 15 4,764 Mar. 16 3,988 


Percent Change from Previous Year 








May 22 May 15 May 8 

New England + 8.6 + 8.2 + 5.9 
Mid-Atlantic ; + 8.3 411.1 + 8.3 
Central Industrial + 8.5 +11.3 + 8.6 
West Central ... +10.5 + 9.8 +-11.2 
Southern States . +114 +11.6 +12.7 
Rocky Mountain +10.0 +12.3 + 9.1 
Pacific Coast + 6.5 + 8.1 
Total United States 9.1 $10.7 + 9.3 
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IN THE INDUSTRY 


RICHARD N. LARKIN 


WE SEE by the papers that if TVA doesn’t get its 
$4,000,000 for New Johnsonville, the power ownership 
issue may well be projected into the forthcoming presi- 
dential campaign. We’ve heard this threat a number of 
times. In every case, those who hurled it were threatening 
that the voters of the TVA states would take it out of 
the hides of next fall’s Republican candidates. 

With any such threat, Congress’ quota of “nonsense 
per square minute” hits what we consider to be a new 
high. For one thing, it’s hard for the GOP to see any 
electoral votes coming in from the TVA states. For 
another thing, it’s hard for GOP planners to see that 
any such electoral votes will be needed. 

These, of course, are highly political considerations. 
As such, they should have no part in determining whether 
TVA does or doesn’t get a steam plant. No matter how 
partisan it may become on the fringes, power supply is 
basically non-partisan. But since the threat has been 
made, let’s explore it a little. 

It might help the GOP if New Johnsonville were a 
campaign issue—everywhere. One can’t help recalling the 
last decade, when the textile industry—and others—was 
being lured south from New England and the Middle 
Atlantic states. Recalling this, New Johnsonville might 
prove to be a very good GOP issue. Certainly the GOP 
can look on page A36 of TVA’s annual report for fiscal 
1947 and see that, for that year, 46.8% of TVA’s 
energy sales were to industrials and government. On the 
same page, it is noted that such sales were made at an 
average rate of 3.17 mills. Outside TVA’s area, a good 
average rate for industrial power is one cent per kwhr. 
And the GOP must know that two of the big reasons for 
this disparity is TVA’s failure to pay any federal taxes or 
any interest other than on its outstanding bonds. 

With these facts, the GOP ought to be able to make a 
pretty persuasive argument in those regions where indus- 
trial pillage was practiced in the *30’s. If New England 
didn’t like the loss of its textile plants 10 years ago to 
those Southern Chambers of Commerce who paraded 
non-union labor and 10-year tax exemptions as_ bait, 
perhaps it will be equally unhappy over the federal sub- 
sidy New Johnsonville would represent. New England 
and the Middle Atlantic states, both, might be particularly 
sore at finding the government, not merely state and 
local groups, footing the tax bill to pay for the New 
Johnsonville subsidy. They might really burn on learn- 
ing that they pay much more of these taxes than the 
seven TVA states do. All this might lead them to vote for 
those who oppose any new federal subsidy which would 
help new industries be dragged away south. 

Any sane political assay of the situation indicates that 
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the GOP won’t elect a President on the votes it can corral 
in the Tennessee Valley. But it can’t elect one without 
the votes of the New England and Middle Atlantic states, 
The TVA vote isn’t going Republican in any event. But 
New Johnsonville might help a lot in Yankeeland. The 
migration of the ’30’s is still remembered up there. 


TECHNICAL TRENDS 


ARCHER E. KNOWLTON 





Pipe-type cable to the extent of 150 miles will be in- 
stalled in 1948; there may be twice as much more in 1949, 


Distribution transformers designed for oil cooling 
have been known to function for years without a drop of 
oil. One 5-kva unit installed in 1922 did not enjoy oil 
until 1947, 


Electrical terminations and connections on apparatus 
usually get good electrical design but deserve equally 
thorough mechanical design for ruggedness and dura- 
bility. 


Inhibiting of transformer oils is a lively issue. The 
negative attitude of some transformer manufacturers is a 
dominant factor in the discussions. Sealing of cases is 
viewed as weakening the benefits. 


Silver plating can be done effectively, it is reported, 
by means of a new powder that is merely applied with 
a moist cloth to a cleaned surface. 


Right-of-way width could well have been greater for 
some of the Eastern lines involved in the January ice 
storm. The circuits bowed out when the outside trees 
boughed in. 


House services may have to yield under storm con- 
ditions. Rather than pull the house apart it seems wiser 
to place the “weak link” at some other spot. 


Control-room lighting is undergoing hectic evolution. 
There is probably no ideally universal answer. It war- 
rants more concerted and energetic study. 


Instrument glass can be made essentially glareless by 
a newly reported process which etches to a quarter 


wave-length depth. 


Power factor testing of insulation has proven itself 
but it is debatable whether the procedures have earned 
a place in apparatus specifications. It is, however, prov 
ing helpful as a tool in quality control. 
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Ohio Brass Co Photo 


ORIGINAL suspension-type insulator, right, manufactured by the Ohio Brass Co and the 


25,000,000th unit manufactured at company’s Barberton plant are examined by H. E. Rue, 


left, chairman of the Canton Section AIEE; George L. Draffan, president of the Ohio Brass 


Co; and H. N. VanAken, an officer of the Akron AIEE Section 


Ohio Brass Co Shows AIEE Results 


of Expansion Program at Barberton 


With its $2,000,000 expansion pro- 
gram complete, the Ohio Brass Co 
played host May 12 to the Canton and 
Akron Sections of the American Insti- 


tute of Electrical Engineers. The en- 


gineers inspected operations at OB’s 
Barberton, Ohio, plant. 

A feature of the luncheon held in 
connection with the trip was the un- 


veiling of the 25,000,000th suspension 


insulator manufactured at the plant. 
Sharing honors with this insulator was 
the original suspension insulator pro- 
duced in 1911. 

George L. Draffan, company presi- 
dent, told of the difficulties faced by 
engineers in 1909 when they decided 
to increase transmission voltages to 
110-kv. They could find no suitable 
insulators as none which met their re- 
quirements were being made. 

Pointing to the original insulator, he 
said: 

“They selected this insulator for their 
epoch-making venture. This insulator, 
Manufactured at the Barberton plant, 
was the first high efficiency, one-piece 
petticoat type, cap and pin suspension 
sulator to be manufactured. It es- 
tablished basic principles in suspension 
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insulator design which are recognized 
throughout the world as standard. While 
many detailed improvements have been 
made, the basic design has remained 
the same.” 

The modernization and expansion of 
manufacturing facilities were made not 
only to increase production but also to 
promote economies of manufacture and 
maintain better control of product uni- 
formity. 

Major step was the erection of a sec- 
ond continuous tunnel kiln. All other 
expansions revolve around this _in- 
creased kiln capacity. The large bush- 
ing manufacturing department was re- 
built completely to increase production 
of oil-filled bushings of all sizes by 
over 100%. A new battery of auto- 
matically controlled air-conditioning 
tunnels was built for drying the bush- 
ing components. These tunnels _in- 
creased drying capacity by 300%. 

Other improvements include more 
lathes, hot rooms to store bushing parts 
before they are taken to the kilns, and 
relocation of existing facilities. The 
program, which took two years to com- 
plete, has increased suspension insula- 
tor production 50%. 





GE Produces 1,000,000 Kw 
Units in 4-Month Period 


Producing at an all-time record rate, 
the General Electric turbine plant in 
Schenectady turned out enough turbine- 
generators in the first four months of 
this year to supply home and industrial 
power to a city of more than 2,500,000 
population, J. W. Belanger, manager of 
the G-E turbine divisions, has an- 
nounced. 

Twenty-three turbine-generators, with 
a combined capacity of more than 960,- 
000 kw, were completed from January 
through April. Most of the units have 
been shipped, and will soon be deliver- 
ing power to many parts of the country. 
Adding production of smaller turbines 
at the G-E River Works, Lynn, Mass., 
and the plant at Fitchburg, Mass., the 
total is more than 1,000,000 kw. 

Looking ahead, Mr. Belanger said 
the company is optimistic. “If produc- 
tion continues at the present rate, the 
Schenectady plant alone will produce 
more than 2,600,000 kw of turbine-gen- 
erators before the year’s end . . .” Gen- 
eral Electric now has orders for more 
than 10,000,000 kw of new sets. “Post- 
war expansion of the nation’s indus- 
tries,” Mr. Belanger said, “plus in- 
creased electrification of homes and 
farms, has resulted in an unprecedented 
demand for electricity. This demand 
can be met most reliably and efficiently 
in nearly all areas with steam-driven 
turbine-generators, and we expect the 
Schenectady plant to be kept at top 
production for several years.” 


Bendix Home Appliances 
Forms Canadian Unit 


A Canadian subsidiary to manufac- 
ture automatic washers has been formed 
by Bendix Home Appliances, Inc, Jud- 
son S. Sayre, president, has announced. 
Mr Sayre will also head the new unit, 
Bendix Home Appliances, Canada, Ltd. 
W. J. Reuscher has been named secre- 
tary-treasurer and Harlow J. Lyons vice- 
president and general manager of the 
subsidiary, which has contracted with 
Canadian Assemblies, Ltd, Amherst, 
Nova Scotia, for fabrication and as- 
sembly of the washers. 

Annual output is expected to reach 
30,000 units a year with a retail value 
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of about $9,000,000. The new industry 
will employ between 750 and 1,000 
workers. 


Western Electric Buys Site 
for New Headquarters 


Announcement has been made by the 
Western Electric Co of plans for a new 
headquarters building, to be erected on 
a site, comprising a solid area equal to 
four city blocks in the lower Manhattan 
commerce center, bounded by Varick, 
Hudson, and Laight Sts and Ericsson 
Place. No information relative to the 
type or size of the proposed building 
is at present available, Stanley Bracken, 
president of Western Electric, stated. 

“The growing need for a headquarters 
building has been felt for sometime,” 
Mr Bracken said, “but the difficult prob- 
lems of post-war building construction 
have delayed, until the present, our 
plans for a new headquarters home.” 

Western Electric has also arranged 
to purchase a 130-acre industrial site 
for the construction of a manufacturing 
plant at Indianapolis, Ind. It is expected 
that when completed the new plant will 
employ between 4,000 and 5,000 people. 
Construction will begin within the next 
few months to permit 1950 occupancy. 


Manufacturers Make 
New Sales Assignments 


Electrical manufacturing companies 
have recently made the following ap- 
pointments to their sales staffs: 


Camfield Manufacturing Co, Grand 
Haven, Mich., has appointed John H. King 
as Chicago district sales manager. The 
Allen B. Carpenter Co of Denver has been 
made representative in the Rocky Moun- 
tain area, and Phil E. Llorens southeastern 
district sales manager. Mr. King’s territory 
includes Indiana, lowa, Wisconsin and the 
northern half of Illinois. The company has 
established a sales office at 20 E. Jackson 
Blvd., Chicago 4. The Allen B. Carpenter 
Co has offices in Salt Lake City and El 
Paso as well as Denver. Mr Llorens terri- 
tory covers the seven states east of the 
Mississippi and from Tennessee and North 
Carolina south to the Gulf. Atlanta offices 
have been established in the Candler Bldg, 
127 Peachtree St, N.E. 


Weston Electric Instrument Corp, 
Newark, has appointed three new repre- 
sentatives to cover Texas and Oklahoma. 
This area was formerly served by the T. 
C. Ruhling Co of Dallas. Mr Ruhling has 
retired after having served the Weston 
corporation more than 19 years. The new 
representatives and their territories are: 
Butler & Land, 3405 Milton Av, Dallas, 
north Texas; Lynn Elliott Co, 322 M. & M. 
Building, Houston, south Texas and Riddle 
& Hubbell, 302 South Cheyenne Av, Tulsa, 
all of Oklahoma. 
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NEW ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION 





A weekly selection of U. S. electrical construction projects announced by private 
and government utility systems involving more than $70,000. Also listed are major 
industrial and construction jobs where electrical work is indicated or implied 


UTILITIES 


Proposed Construction 


Alabama—South Alabama Electric Co- 
operative, Troy, 126 mi. rural distr. line, 
sys. imprvs., completion previously ap- 
proved construction, Pike Co. $710,000. 

Arkansas — Arkansas Power & Light 
Co., Pine Bluff, transmission line Danville 
to Russellville, Pope Co., $350,000; trans- 
mission line Newport to Brinkley, Jackson 
Co., $1,335,000. 

Colorado—Union Rural Electric Assoc., 
Brighton, 75 mi. rural distr. line, system 
imprvs., completion headquarters facili- 
ties, Boulder Co. $575,000. 

Fla., Jacksonville—City, installing ma- 
chinery, equipment at McDuff Ave. 66 kv. 
Substation. Plans deposit $14; furnishing 
material, equipment, constructing Talley- 
rand Ave. Substation addn. Plans deposit 
$3. Reynolds, Smith & Hill, 227 Park St., 
Jacksonville, engrs. 

Ia., Cedar Rapids—Central Iowa Power 
Co-operative, Cedar Rapids, power plant, 
sub-structure and auxiliaries. Over $75,- 
000. Brown Eng. Co., 202 Valley Savings 
Bank Bldg., Des Moines, engr. 

Nebraska Southern Nebraska Rural 
Power Dist., Grand Island, rural distr. 
lines, Hall Co. $632,000. Raymond H. 
Read Co., Columbus, consult. engr. 

Neb., Lincoln—Loup River Public Power 
Dist., Columbus, power generating station, 
incl. plant bidg., generating equip., etc. 
$150,000. P. E. Hampton, Columbus, ch. 
ener. 

South Dakota — Lake Region Electric 
Assoc., Webster, 319 mi. rural distr. line, 
sys. imprvs. and completing previously 
approved construction, Day Co. $710,000. 

Texas—U. S. Eng., P. O. Box 1229, 
Galveston, alternating-current generators, 
supply contract, Brazos River’ Basin, 
Whitney Dam and Reservoir, Inv. No. 
Eng-41-243-48-327. 

Tex., Port Lavaca—Aluminum Co. of 
America, Commerce Bldg., Houston, plans 
by Wyatt C. Hedrick, engr. and archt., 
5201 Fannin St., Houston, smelting or 
reduction plant with two pot-lines, electric 
generating plant, carbon electrodes plant, 
docks, site development, etc. $50,000,000. 
Thomas D. Jolly, c/o owner, Gulf Bldg., 
Pittsburgh, Pa., ch. engr. 

Virginia—Tri-County Electric Co-oper- 
ative, Leesburg, 113 mi. rural distr. lines, 
sys. imprvs. 7 mi. transmission line, Lou- 
doun Co. $265,000. 

Washington—Bonneville Power Admin., 
1300 N.E. Union St., Portland, Ore., clear- 
ing right of way, constructing 8.73 mi. 
Berne-Scenic Section of Foster Creek- 
Snohomish 230 kv. power transmission 
line, Chelan Co. L. C. Stewart, c/o owner, 
engr. 








Low Bidders & Contracts 
Awarded 


Arkansas—U. S. Eng., Little Rock, May 
6, furnishing, installing three 40,000 kw. 
generators, Bull Shoals Dam, Inv. Eng- 
3-0505-48-85, from Allis-Chalmers Co., 
Box 512, Milwaukee, Wis. $2,268,206. 

Conn., Hartford — Hartford Electric 
Light Co., 266 Pearl St., design and con- 
struction 5-8 story, brick, steel, concrete 
power plant, to Stone & Webster Eng. 
Corp., 49 Federal St., Boston, Mass. Est. 
$6,000,000-$7,000,000. 

Idaho, Bliss—Idaho Power Co., 1226 
Idaho St., concrete hydro-electric power 
plant with 600 ft. dam 95 ft. high on 
Snake River to Morrison-Knudsen Co., 
Inc., 319 Broadway, Boise. $11,500,000. 

Ind., Indianapolis—Indiana University, 
Bd. Trustees, J. A. Franklin, treas., 
Bloomington, May 10, steam distr. lines 
hospital, from Freyn Bros., 1028 N. Illi- 
nois St., $180,288; electric distr. lines, 
from Sanborn Electric Co., 311 N. Illinois 
St., $89,800. 


Minn., New Prague — Village, G. J, 
Stickea, clk., general contract muncipa] 
power plant addn., to Madsen Constr. Co., 
1790 Lyndale Ave. S. $129,000. Bids 5/6, 
Pfeifer & Shultz, 702 Wesley Temple 
Bldg., engrs. 





Missouri—Missouri Power & Light Co., 
Jefferson City, 25 mi. high tension line, 
60-cycle 3-phase carrying 66,000 volts 


from Moberly substation northward for 
25 mi. in Macon Co., to Hoover Bros, 
Constr. Co., Blue Ridge St. and Old 40 
Hy., Kansas City, Mo., C. B. Ownes, ¢/o 
owner, ch. engr. 

Va., Danville — City, steam electric 
power plant, to Tuller Constr. Co., 95 
Monmouth St., Red Bank, N. J. $445,150. 
Bids 5/14. 


INDUSTRIALS, COMMERCIAL 
& PUBLIC BUILDINGS 


Proposed Construction 


Conn., Mansfield — State, Fred Zeller, 
comptroller, 114 State Capitol, Hartford, 
brick steel Mansfield State Hospital 
Trainin School (mental). $1,500,000. 
Plans deposit $50. Henry F. Ludorf, 100 
Pearl St., Hartford, archt. 

Ky., Lexington — University of Ken- 
tucky, Lexington, plans by Brock & John- 
son, Lexington, science bldg. $1,750,000. 

Md., Baltimore—City of Baltimore Mar- 
ket Authority, J. D. Steele, chn., Municipal 
Bldg., plans by E. H. Glidden, Jr., 414 
Equitable Bldg., two 1 story market bldg. 
with parking area on roof, and 4 story 
parking bldg., 1 block square, incl. refrig- 
eration, sanitation, and vegetable cleaning 
facilities. $3,000,000. J. E. Greiner Co., 
1201 St. Paul St., consult. engr. 

N. Y., Poughkeepsie—St. Francis Hos- 
pital, North Rd., plans by Eggers & Hig- 
gins, 642 Fifth Ave., New York, Zone 19, 
Oakleigh Thorne Wing addn. to hospital. 
$1,220,000. 

Ore., Tillamook—Tillamook Co., Court- 
house, 3 story, L shaped, 42x296 ft. and 
46x116 ft., rein.-con. 100 bed_ hospital. 
$1,000,000. Plans deposit $75. Barrett & 
Logan, 1940 S.W. 4 St., Portland, archts. 

Pa., Harmarville—Gulf Research & De- 
velopment Co., 435 7 Ave., Pittsburgh, 
laboratory, $1,500,000. Prack & Prack, 
119 Federal St., Pittsburgh, archts. 

Tex., Houston — Diamond Alkali Co., 
1006 Main St., addnl. expansion recently 
completed plant, on 280 acre site. $35,- 
000,000. 


Low Bidders & Contracts 
Awarded 


Ga. Hartwell—Textron Southern Inc. 
c/o contractor, 100,000 sq. ft. boxloom 
rayon throwing and weaving plant, to 
Daniel Constr. Co., Greenville, S. C. Est. 
$3,000,000. 

N. Y., Brooklyn — Newstrand Realty 
Corp., 44 Court St., Zone 2, 61 apartments 
on 81 acre site, Foster and New York 
Aves., separate contracts. $22,000,000. 
Kavy & Kavvitt, 44 Court St., Zone «, 
archt. : 

Pa., Erie — U. S. Eng., 930 Ellicott 
Square Bldg., Buffalo 3, N. Y., genera’ 
construction 200 bed hospital for veterans 
admin., Vermont Ave. between H and ! 
Sts. N.W., Wash. 25, D. C., to J. Slotnik 
Co., 38 Newbury St., Boston, Mass. $3, 
404,352. 

Tenn., Oak Ridge—U. S. Atomic Eners! 
Comn,, P. Box 365, Attention Pub 
Wks., Contr. Sect., Oak Ridge, May }-, 
450 garden type apartments and _ boile! 
house, incl. site grading, underground 
steam distr. overhead electrical dist’. 
water and sewer lines, roads, acces* 
drives, etc. Inv. No. 401-48-28-24A, from 
Merritt-Chapman & Scott Corp., 17 Bat 


tery Pl, New York, N. Y. $8,686,079. 
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NEWS ABOUT PEOPLE 





Gretsch Elected President, 
Danbury & Bethel Utility 


Richard F. Gretsch has been elected 
president of the Danbury & Bethel 
(Conn.) Gas & Electric Light Co. He 
succeeds James L. Stone, who has re- 
tired after 43 years of public utility 
service. Mr Gretsch obtained his early 
utility experience with the Brooklyn 
Edison Co. In 1934 he went to Califor- 
nia for Kliegl] Brothers, New York, on 
a lighting assignment connected with 
the motion picture industry. In 1936 
Mr Gretsch was employed by the Util- 
ity Service Co, New York, also becom- 
ing an officer of operating subsidiaries 
in Minnesota and Wisconsin. He then 
served about four years in Corps of En- 
gineers, U. S. Army, being discharged 
with the rank of captain in the Ord- 
nance Department. He has resided in 


Danbury for the past two years, as as- 
sistant to the president of D. & B. 
joined 


Mr Stone the Henry L. 





R. F. GRETSCH 


| Doherty company in Denver, Colo, in 


+ 1905, 


Later he became head of the 
new business department of the then 
Denver Gas & Electric Co. In 1913 
he was appointed new business mana- 
ger of the then Toledo (O.) Railway 
& Light Co. Later he was made vice- 
President and general manager of the 
Salina (Kan.) Light & Power Co. He 
held this position with the utility in 
Alliance, O., from 1919 to 1923. He was 
President and general manager of the 
Spokane (Wash.) Gas & Fuel Co, until 
1937, when he went to Danbury to 
succeed C. E. Carter, retiring presi- 
ent and general manager. 





O. R. DOERR 


O. R. Doerr Named Sales 
Vice-President, PG&E 


L. Harold Andergon and Norman R. 
Sutherland, vicé-presidents of the 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co, have been 
appointed to newly-created positions as 
assistant general managers of the com- 
pany. They will be executive assistants 
to William G. B. Euler, vice-president 
and general manager. 

O. R. Doerr has been named vice- 
president in charge of sales to fill the 
position vacated by Mr Sutherland. He 
has been sales manager of the company 
for the past ten years. Mr Doerr en- 
tered the electric utility business in 
1921 when he resigned his commission 
in the Navy to join the sales department 
of the Great Western Power Co, Oak- 
land, Calif., which merged with PG&E 
in 1930. He is president of the San 
Francisco Sales Managers Association 
and a member of the Pacific Coast Elec- 
trical Association. 

A former president of the California 
Public Utilities Commission, Mr Ander- 
son has been a PG&E vice-president 
since 1946. Before becoming vice-pres- 
ident in charge of sales and public re- 
lations Mr Sutherland was manager of 
the company’s San Francisco division. 


P Atrrep FE. TreceNnza has been ap- 
pointed executive vice-president of 
Mills Industries, Incorporated. Chicago. 
Mr Tregenza, who was also elected a 
member of the board of directors, was 
formerly executive vice-president of the 


Jefferson Electric Co, Bellwood, II. 
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W. D. Packard Assigned 
New Operating Duties 


Waverly D. Packard has been ap- 
pointed superintendent of production, 
Western Massachusetts Electric Co, 
Springfield area. He joined the com- 
pany in 1901, later was made chief 
engineer, State Street station, and sub- 





W. D. PACKARD 


sequently superintendent of stations, 
Springfield district. 

Peter C. Vogler has been appointed 
assistant superintendent of production, 
Springfield area. He has also been 
named chief engineer of the new West 
Springfield station. Mr Vogler joined 
the company in 1918 as consulting en- 
gineer. Norman Wrigley, who joined 
the company in 1942, succeeds Mr 
Vogler as chief at State Street. Anthony 
Lipski has been named chief engineer 
of the Hampden steam plant. He en- 
tered the company’s service in 1942. 


PALMER SKRETTING has been appointed 
superintendent of industrial sales for 
Wisconsin Electric Power Co, Milwau- 
kee, succeeding O. O. WacLEy, retired. 
Mr Skretting has been engaged in 
power sales activities for the company 
since 1925 and had been assistant su- 
perintendent of industrial sales since 
1945. He joined the staff of the Wells 
Power Co in Milwaukee in 1922 and 
when that utility was absorbed by Wis- 
consin Electric Power the same year, 
he was assigned to duty in the station 
engineering division of the electric dis- 
tribution department. In 1925 he en- 
tered the sales department. He is pres- 
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ident of the Great Lakes Power Club 
and previously served that organization 
as secretary-treasurer and _ vice-presi- 
dent. He is a member of the industrial 
power and heating section of the Edi- 
son Electric Institute and a member of 
the Engineers Society of Milwaukee. 


Earl O. Shreve Retires As 
Vice-President of GE 


Earl O. Shreve, vice-president of the 
General Electric Co on the president’s 
staff and president of the U. S. Cham- 
ber of Commerce, has retired from the 
company after 44 years of service. Mr 
Shreve has been on special assignments 
with headquarters in New York. He 
previously was in charge of customer 
relations. 

Early this year, Mr Shreve was 
awarded the James H. McGraw Award 
Manufacturers Medal for 1947, for his 
“contributions to the improvement and 
progress of the electrical manufactur- 
ing industry, made at the expense of 
great personal time and effort” (EW, 
Mar 20, p 13). 

He served four terms as vice-presi- 
dent and as president of NEMA from 
1940 to 1941. He has served also on 
NEMA’s Board of Governors, budget, 
law, regulatory and legislation, and 
executive committees. 


> Pror Norman L. Tow e, acting dean 
of the Cooper Union school of engineer- 
ing since the death of Dean George F. 
Batemen last January, has been ap- 
pointed dean. The senior member of 
the school of engineering faculty, Dean 
Towle has been a member of the teach- 
ing staff since 1920. During his 28 years 
at Cooper Union he has served as chair- 
man of many standing and special com- 
mittees of the faculty. He organized the 
department of electrical engineering at 
Cooper Union and was its head from 
1932 until his appointment as acting 
dean. He is a member of the American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers, New 
York Electrical Society, American So- 
ciety for Engineering Education and the 
American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science. 


> Wricht CANFIELD, formerly head of 
the research department of the Public 
Service Co of Oklahoma, has been ap- 
pointed assistant to the president. Mr 
Canfield has been connected with Pub- 
lic Service since 1930. 


> Ratpu H. Gram, director of the agri- 
cultural division of the B. C. Electric 
Co, Vancouver, B. C., has been elected 
president of the Agricultural Institute 
of Canada, Vancouver branch. 
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D. H. Sheets Made V-P, Sales 
Manager, Pieper-Lillard 


Announcement has been made of the 
appointment of D. H. Sheets as vice- 
president and sales manager of Pieper- 
Lillard, Inc, St. Louis, Mo. Mr Sheets 
spent 13 years with the Line Material 
Co, Milwaukee, before joining Pieper- 
Lillard last March. 


Following graduation from Purdue 





D. H. SHEETS 


University in 1931, Mr Sheets entered 
the Commonwealth Edison Co’s central 
station institute training course. Four 
years later he joined Line Material as 
field engineer, operating in the Kansas 
City, Mo., and Wichita, Kans., trade 
area. Subsequently he was appointed 
St. Louis branch manager for the com- 
pany. 

Mr Sheets is active in the American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers, the 
Electrical Board of Trade (St. Louis) 
and the Society of American Military 
Engineers. 


OBITUARY 


> Grorce W. LAMOUNTAIN. superin- 
tendent of properties for the Aluminum 
Co of Canada, Ltd, since 1942, died in 
Montreal on April 28 at the age of 57. 
He supervised the company’s properties 
in the Saguenay district. In 1927 Mr 
Lamountain joined the Duke-Price 
Power Co in the Saguenay district as 
property superintendent, continuing 
with that company until affiliating him- 
self with the Aluminum Co. 


>» Gustave A. JOHNSON, president of 
the American Metal Moulding Co, Irv- 
ington, N. J., died at his home in that 
city on April 29 as the result of a heart 
ailment, from which he had suffered 
for the past several months. Mr John- 
son was one of the pioneers in the 


armored cable industry, to which he de. 
voted his entire life. He was respon- 
sible for numerous improvements in and 
had several patents pertaining to the 
cable industry. Mr Johnson was con. 
nected with the Sprague Electric Co of 
New York when it was taken over by the 
General Electric Co. Then he left this 
company and founded the American 
Metal Moulding Co of Irvington in 1914 
and served as president up to the time 
of his death. 


James P. McKearin 


James P. McKearin, chief engineer of 
the Western Massachusetts Electric Co, 
Springfield, from 1936 until his retire- 
ment in 1944, died on April 24. Mr 
McKearin played a major part in the 
transmission and distribution develop- 
ment of the Western Massachusetts 
company. 

He was a native of Proctor, Vt., and 
was with General Electric twelve years 
in his earlier career. He joined the 
Bay state utility in 1917 as electrical 
engineer of the predecessor company, 
United Electric Light Co, Springfield. 
Previously he was engaged in utility 
engineering work in New Jersey. 

Mr McKearin was a fellow of the 
American Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers and past-chairman of the Spring: 
field section. He was also a past-presi- 
dent of the Engineering Society of 
Western Massachusetts. 


> Artuur G. Morcan, formerly direc: 
tor of advertising of the Virginia Elec: 
tric & Power Co, Richmond, died on 
April 19 in Jacksonville, Il]., where he 
had been on sick leave since the first 
ef the year. Mr Morgan was born in 
Keokuk, Iowa, in 1892 and entered the 
public utility business with une Keokuk 
Electric Co. In 1920 he joined the staf 
of the Central Illinois Public Service 
Co and, later, the Western United Ga: 
& Electric Co, a Stone & Webster sub- 
sidiary. He was transferred to Virginia 
Electric & Power in 1926 as district 
sales manager, subsequently was made 
director of merchandising and later di 
rector of advertising, which position he 
occupied until the time of his death. 


> CuarLes WARD. who served for w 
years with the Quebec Hydro-Flectn 
Commission and its predecessors befor? 
retiring on pension in 1945, died o 
May 13 in Quebec. Mr Ward, who ha 
been in ill health for the past two yeal 
was in his eightieth year. He starte? 
in 1895 with the Royal Electric Co, 0 
of the original companies amalgamate? 
to form the old Montreal Light, Heat § 
Power Consolidated. Mr Ward was! 
native of Surrey, England. 
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NEW EQUIPMENT 





Spotlight Units 


Two NEW SPOTLIGHT units, model 
345 for use with two 40-w and model 
346 for use with four 40-w fluorescent 
commercial fixtures, are announced by 
Mitchell Mfg Co, 2525 Clybourn Av, 
Chicago 14, Il]. Both models use 150-w, 
PAR-38 projector spot or flood lamp, 
adjustable in any direction by means of 
gimbal rings. Units may be used indi- 
vidually, inserted between two fixtures 
or added at either end of rows—flush or 
stem mounted. They have compact all- 
steel onstruction, with removable 
decorative end ornaments. 


Electrode Vibrator 


Known As THE Ruf-Tred tool, a spe- 
cial electrode holder has been developed 
to deposit rough beads about % in. 
wide and 1/16 in. high on smooth steel: 
or iron surfaces. The bead is added to 
provide a non-slip surface and to pre- 
vent accidents. The tool is a product of 
Metallizing Engineering Co, Inc, 38-14 
30th St, Long Island City 1, N. Y. 

The pistol-grip holder vibrates an 
electrode, operates on 110 v a-c, is used 
with an a-c and d-c welder operating at 


| 1 to 125 amp, and weighs 234 Ib. In 


operation, the end of the electrode is 
placed in contact with the surface to be 
toughened and drawn along at approxi- 
mately 5 fpm. The vibrator causes in- 
termittent arcing which melts the elec- 


trode and fuses the droplets to the base. 


Watthour Meter 


FEATURING MAGNETIC suspension of 


the rotating element, a revolutionary 
new watthour meter has been an- 


ouneed by the General Electric Co, 
Schenectady 5, N. Y. It is designated 
‘s type 1-50 and is reported to elimi- 
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nate the need for jewel bearings. 

In the new “floating disk” meter, the 
magnetic suspension element consists of 
two concentric magnets of cunico, 
placed one within the other. Outer 
magnet is attached to the meter frame; 
and inner magnet to upper end of disk 
shaft. Interaction of the two magnetic 
fields supports the rotating system at 
a small downward displacement. 

Shaft is said to be kept in vertical 
alignment by stainless-steel guide pins 
and graphite guide bushings located at 
top and bottom. Two small alnico mag- 





nets die-cast into the frame, one on 
each side of the moving element, are 
stated to minimize side thrust. 

Current coil is molded directly to the 
core. Butyl rubber is used to provide 
turn, coil and ground insulation. The 
potential coil is encased in polyethylene 
plastic. 

Meters of smaller size and lighter 
weight result from unit construction. 
Additional information can be obtained 
in bulletin GEC-350. 


Oil-Tight Pilot Light 


AN olL-TIGHT pilot light has been 
announced by the Industrial Con- 
troller Division of the Square D Co, 
1041 North Richards St, Milwaukee 12, 
Wis. This new pilot light has been 
designed specifically for machine tool 
applications where cutting and 
ere used. features 


oils 


coolants Certain 








make it attractive for switchboards and 
controls, 

The unit is designed for mounting 
on panels 7s to 14 in. thick and through 
a hole 1s in. in diameter. Caps are 
available in clear, white, red, amber, 
green and blue colors and are designed 
for wide angle visibility. The a-c ver- 
sion of the new light has a built-in 
transformer permitting the use of a 
6-v, incandescent lamp with a minia- 
ture, bayonet-type base. The d-c version 
employs a 110-v candelabra screw base 
neon lamp. Series resistors are used 
for voltages exceeding 110 v. Addi- 
tional information is available in bulletin 
9001. 


Tubular Connector 


A BOLTLESS-TYPE connector with an in- 
ternal expansion principle has been de- 
veloped by Dossert Mfg Corp, 249 
Huron St. Brooklyn 22, N. Y. It is used 
with tubular conductors. Savings in in- 
stallation cost is reported as it is 
said to require approximately one- 
fourth the time required for an equiv- 
alent 8-bolt connector. 

To make connections, the tubular 
bus is slipped over the bearing length 








of the connector. By driving the in- 
ternal wedges into their tightening posi- 
tion with a drift pin, the connection is 
secured. To lock the wedges in position 
the locking set screws are tightened 
with the point of the drift-key. 

The connector is available for types 
such as couplers, elbows, tees, reducers, 
terminals and expansion fittings. 
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ELECTRICAL BUSINESS 


OUTLOOK 


EASIER CREDIT is developing in the nation’s money 
markets. Despite much talk about the dangers of 
inflation, Treasury officials apparently intend no 
steps to restrict credit in the near future. This is 
shown by their decision to hold the interest rate on 
short term governments at 1%%. Plans to increase 
bank reserve requirements have also been side- 
tracked. 





Meanwhile, lower tax payments have released a 
new flow of money to the private securities mar- 
ket. Bond prices are near their high for the current 
year. Yields on high grade corporates have dropped 
from 2.9% at the year-end to around 2.75%. 


New utility financing will benefit from lower interest 
rates. Of greater potential interest, however, is the 
sharp uptrend in common stock prices. Utility stocks 
participated only mildly in the upswing which 
brought railroad and industrial stocks above their 
1947 highs and heralded, to many observers, a new 
“bull” market. The Dow-Jones utility averages are 
still only 10% above their 1947 low. 


Because utility earnings still depend on rate in- 
creases and new capacity, they can grow only 
slowly. Consequently, investors looking for quick 
appreciation have favored other stocks. 


However, recent utility debt and preferred issues 
have been marketed with increasing ease. A few 
common stock issues have been floated. The num- 
ber of potential investors in common stocks has 
been multiplied by the tax cut. If public buying 
continues on the present scale, the market should 
be broad enough to absorb some of the planned 
equity issues which have been kept on the shelf. 


STEEL SUPPLY for the rest of the year will not be 
under the pressure from government programs seen 
in earlier forecasts. Combined steel requirements 
of the European Recovery, allocation, and national 
defense programs now appear to be somewhere 
around 17 million tons. 


However, the industry is already shipping about 14 
million tons for the same purposes. The additional 
diversion represents only 5% of probable 1948 out- 
put of 65 million tons. 


The real squeeze on steel supplies comes from 
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civilian consumers. The automobile industry alone 
takes 15% of total production. Only a prolonged 
strike would cut this requirement, since steel is 
stockpiled during minor shutdowns. A brief let-up 
by auto makers would not free large amounts for 
other users. 


Although much steel will be needed for the utility 
construction program, no government allocations 
have been thought necessary. Only group now 
receiving steel on allocation is the freight ca 
builders. Other manufacturers are counting on in 
creased steel output and moderation in the defense 
program to provide enough metal for their needs, 


COPPER SUPPLIES are growing tighter. The gover: 
ment has abandoned its policy of stockpiling only in 
slack periods. Now stockpiling requirements will be 
met at the expense of civilian demand. Despite some 
weakening in the demand for copper for wiring and 
brass products, the new military requirements have 
created price pressure. 


However, copper producers have joined with the 
steel and electrical companies in opposing further 
inflation. Spokesmen have announced a firm price 
policy and quotations remain at 212¢. 


ACTIVITY IN THE electrical machinery industry 
declined slightly in the first three months of 194, 
according to the American Machinist index of metal 
working. With plant capacity and steel supplies the 
limiting factors, the industry has been running a 
about the same rate for over a year. 


Dollar shipments of finished electrical products were 
also off, about 7% from the preceding quarter but 
still 20% above a year ago. With demand for both 
home appliances and industrial equipment running 
strong, new orders booked continue to increase. 


Price reductions on lighter lines may affect ship 
ments in coming months. However, these shoul 
more than be offset by the increased number @ 
heavy units nearing completion. 


ACTIVITY IN ELECTRICAL MACHINERY 
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